
 

 

 
 

In the face of the Covid-19 (Corona Virus) the government of the United Arab Emirates (“UAE”) 
is taking unprecedented measures to curb the outbreak and its effects. In this briefing, we will 
provide a description of the UAE’s preventive measures, travel restrictions and anticipatory 
economic packages in the wake of Covid-19. 

 

1. Introduction 

As Covid-19 continues to spread 
worldwide with overall casualty score 
soaring above 11,000 and the total number 
of infections rising above 267,000, the UAE 
experienced its first case on 29 January 
2020 and since then number of affected 
people has climbed to 1531. As a reaction 
to the pandemic the UAE government is 
implementing preventive measures to 
control the spread of the virus and also 
anticipatory measures to counter potential 
monetary consequences of the situation 
on the country’s economy.  
 
2. Preventive Measures  

 
2.1 Preventive Health Measures  

 

UAE’s Ministry of Health and Prevention 
(“MOHAP”) and the National Emergency 
and Crisis and Disasters Management 
Authority (“NCEMA”) have been 
implementing a comprehensive campaign 
to ensure health and safety of its citizens 
and residents amid the pandemic 
outbreak. Pursuant to this campaign the 
different governmental departments have 
been implementing measures ranging 

 
1 As at 22 March 2020. 

from closure of establishments, schools, 
recreational areas, initiation of sanitization 
drive, remote working initiative etc. The 
following are the notable measures 
undertaken by the UAE under this 
campaign: 
 
• On 8 March 2020, the Knowledge and 

Human Development Authority 
(“KHDA”) through a circular banned 
the students from school premises till 4 
April 2020 and required the schools to 
implement distance learning from 22 
March 2020; 

 
• On 15 March, the UAE government 

advised all governmental employees to 
work remotely. Following this 
direction, Courts and other 
governmental authorities have banned 
public attendance and initiated 
measures for working remotely; 

 
• On 15 March, the UAE government 

temporarily suspended all recreational 
events and banned public entry to 
recreational places; and 

 
• On 11 March 2020, the Dubai 

Muncipality (“DM”) through a circular 
directed all businesses to increase 
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cleaning and disinfection at their 
premises. In continuance of this 
intensive public sterilization campaign, 
on 20 March 2020, DM has initiated a 
drive to clean all the streets of Emirate. 

 
• On 23 March 2020, MOHAP and 

NCEMA announced the temporary 

closure of all malls and markets, 

further urging persons to remain in 

their homes unless absolutely 

necessary. This measure falls short only 

of a full lockdown. 

 
2.2 Travel Restrictions  

In a series of preventive measures, the UAE 
has imposed several travel restrictions 
among which; the most notable are: 
 
• Following multiple travel advisories 

and warnings, on 18 March 2020, the 

UAE barred its citizens from travelling 

abroad; 

 

• On 18 March 2020, the UAE also 

imposed mandatory 14-day quarantine 

for people entering the country; and 

 

• On 19 March 2020, the UAE banned 

the entry of its resident visa holders 

while suspending all sorts of labor 

permits, and visas on arrival. 

 

3. Anticipatory Measures  

In addition to the above-stated preventive 

measures to curb the spread of Covid-19, 

the UAE government is implementing 

wide-ranging actions to mitigate the 

potential drawbacks of the pandemic on 

the country’s economy. The outbreak is 

expected to cause a financial crisis similar 

to the 2008 global recession due to its 

effect on the overall global economic 

activity. The governments all over the 

world are introducing economic relief 

packages to ensure that such effects do not 

trickled down upon their citizens. 

3.1 Economic Stimulus Package 

UAE has announced a comprehensive 
economic stimulus package worth DH 126 
billion. The integral elements of stimulus 
are as follows: 
 
• Reduction in the charges of basic 

amenities e.g. water, electricity; 
 
• Reduction in governmental fees e.g. 

license renewals, rent contract 
registration (Tawtheeq, Ejari); 

 
• Reduction in the tourism and 

municipality fees; 
 
• Suspension of bid-bonds and 

performance guarantees for 
governmental projects; 

 
• Reduction in industrial land leasing fee; 
 
•   Exemptions on real estate registration 

fees; 
 
• Exemptions on vehicle registration fees 

and road tariffs; and 

  

• Subsidies to SMEs and startups. 

 

3.2 Economic Relief Package by Banks  

Following the government’s economic 
stimulus package, UAE banks on 21 March 
2020, introduced a relief package for its 
customers. The main factors of the relief 
package are as follows: 

 

• Repayment holiday up to 3 months 
with zero interest for small businesses 
against merchant loans, equipment 
loans and vehicle loans; 
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• Repayment holiday up to 3 months 
with zero interest for employees who 
are on unpaid leaves due to Covid-19; 

 
•  Reduction in fee and minimum 

balance requirements; 
 
• Zero% interest on school fee charges; 

and 
  
• Deferment of loan installments up to 

three months for affected customers. 
 

4. Conclusion 

The UAE government is making strenuous 
efforts to curtail the viral outbreak and 
proactively taking steps to mitigate the 
anticipated monetary drawbacks of the 
situation on the economy. In the present 
situation individuals and business alike are 
advised to follow the preventive measures 
introduced by the government while at the 
same time taking advantage of 
anticipatory measures to safeguard 
themselves from potential economic 
hardships.
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Although SCHLÜTER GRAF Legal Consultants make every effort to provide correct and up to date information in 
our newsletters and briefings, we cannot take responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided. The 
information contained in this briefing is not meant to replace a personal consultation with a qualified lawyer. 
Liability claims regarding damage caused by the use or misuse of any information provided, including information 
which is incomplete or incorrect, will therefore be rejected, unless this misinformation is deliberate or grossly 
negligent. 
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